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KALA UTSAV 2022
Kala Utsav is an initiative of the 
Department of School Education 
and Literacy (DSE&L), Ministry 
of Education (MoE), Government 
of India (GoI), launched by the 
Hon’ble Prime Minister in the year 
2015, to promote arts in education 
by nurturing and showcasing the 
artistic talent of school students 
in the country. The utsav gives 
students an opportunity to 
understand and celebrate cultural 
diversity at the school, district, state 
and national level. Kala Utsav not 
only touches the life of students, 
but also creates awareness about 
India’s rich cultural knowledge, 
traditions and practices among 
different stakeholders. 

Further, this can help in fulfilling 
the National Education Policy 
(NEP) 2020 recommendations, of 

creating active networking among 
artists, artisans, art institutions 
and schools. Another important 
aspect highlighted in the policy 
is, “Indian culture and philosophy 
have had a strong influence on the 
world. These rich legacies to world 
heritage must not only be nurtured 
and preserved for the posterity but 
also researched, enhanced and put 
to new uses through our education 
system.” Kala Utsav is a step 
towards achieving this goal.

Kala Utsav is not designed as 
one-time activity but the beginning 
of a complete process of identifying, 
exploring, understanding, practicing, 
evolving and showcasing the artistic 
talent. It helps students in identifying 
and understanding our tangible and 
intangible cultural expressions. 
Once part of the process, the 
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participants do not just perform a 
piece from their living traditions, 
but actually live that cultural 
experience. It helps in enhancing 
various skills of the participants 
and prepares them as ambassadors 
of Indian culture.

Kala Utsav, 2022 is 8th in 
the row of this legacy and was 
organised at RIE, Bhubaneswar, 
Odisha (NCERT) campus from 3–7 
January, 2023. The programme 
was inaugurated on 3rd January, 
2023 by Shri Dharmendra 
Pradhan, Hon’ble Minister of 
Education & Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship, Government 

of India. The Inaugural function 
was graced by the presence of 
Shri Sanjay Kumar, Secretary, 
DSE&L, Ministry of Education, 
Government of India, Professor 
Dinesh Prasad Saklani, Director 
NCERT, Professor P. C. Agarwal, 
Principal, RIE, Bhubaneswar and 
Professor Pawan Sudhir, National 
Coordinator, Kala Utsav. 

Hon’ble Minister of Education 
elucidated that Kala Utsav, 
which has been 
conceptualised by the 
Hon’ble Prime Minister, 
Shri Narendra Modi, to 
preserve and promote 
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the cultural heritage of our country 
in education, has been successfully 
achieving its objectives. He 
congratulated NCERT for the  
success of Kala Utsav in 
implementing the recommendations 
of National Education Policy 
2020 which emphasizes on the 
development of the inherent 
creative abilities and talents of 
every student. He also added 
that Kala Utsav not only provides 
a unique platform to nurture 
and showcase artistic talent of 
the students but also empowers 
them with the 21st century skills. 
While refering to the Indian Arts & 
Culture, he added that Kala Utsav 
is an opportunity to explore and 

connect with indigenous knowledge 
system, thereby building a reservoir 
of the rich cultural heritage. He 
encouraged students to engage in 
various artistic explorations and 
celebrate the spirit of ‘Ek Bharat 
Shreshta Bharat’.

श्री धर्ममेंद्र प्रधान, माननीय शिक्षा मतं्री, भारत 
सरकार ने अपने उद््घ्ाटन संबोधन मेें कहा, 
“प्रधानमतं्री जी के एक भारत, श्रेष्‍ठ भारत 
की परिकल््पना, कला उत््सव के इस समारोह 
मेें स्‍पष्‍ट दिख रही ह।ै कितना अच््छछा लगता 
ह ैजब लद्द्ाख से आए हुए छात्र को सबके 
बीच यहाँ दखेते हैैं या फिर जब शहरी छात्र 
दशे के सदुरू ग्रामीण क्षेत्ररों से आए छात्ररों 
से मिलते हैैं और एक–दसूरे से सीखते हैैं।
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यह एक दिव््य अनभुव ह ै और यही हमारी 
श्रेष्‍ठता ह।ै कला उत््सव भारत की मान – मर््ययादा 
बढ़ाने, भारत को विश्‍व गरुु बनाने की दिशा मेें 
मील का पत््थर साबित होगा।”

Hon’ble MOE also released 
NCERT publications on Art 
Integrated Learning titled— 

(i)	Teacher’s Handbook on 
Art Integrated Learning for 
Foundational and Preparatory 
Stage, and 

(ii)	Teacher’s Handbook on Art 
Integrated Learning for the 
Middle Stage. 

Other two publications released 
on this occasion are—

(i)	Herbal Garden Resource Centre 
Theme Park and 

(ii)	Implementation of NCERT 
intervention of School stage— 
A Journey of Research in 
Chilika Block Odisha (RIE 
Bhubaneswar).

Shri Sanjay Kumar, Secretary, 
Department of School Education 
& Literacy, Ministry of Education, 
Government of India in his 
inaugural address spoke about 
the rich traditions and practices in 
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our culture which make us unique 
in the World. He added that this 
year is significant as, after two 
years of online celebrations (due 
to prolonged pandemic), we are 
sharing the physical and social 
space on Kala Utsav platform. He 
reiterated about the significance 
of initiatives like Kala Utsav and 
appreciated its role in keeping up 
the collective essence of arts by 
promoting the perseverance of 
young talent. 

Professor Dinesh Prasad 
Saklani, Director, NCERT shared 
that Kala Utsav this year has 
representations from all 36 States 
and UTs, in addition to the teams 
from KVS and NVS. This helped us 
bring rich and diverse culture to 
one platform in Bhubaneswar. He 
added that Kala Utsav is one such 
festival which promotes indigenous 
arts of India as recommended by 
the National Education Policy 2020. 
He emphasised that Arts help in 
the holistic development of every 
individual and Kala Utsav provides 
that opportunity to unleash talent 
of each participant.

Professor Pawan Sudhir, National 
Coordinator, Kala Utsav in her 
welcome address emphasised on the 
need of a well planned art education 
programme, right from the 
foundational stage to the secondary 
stage of school education, as it helps 
in nourishing their socio-emotional 

development along with sharpening 
the cognition skills. She further 
added that creativity as a 21st 
century skill can be nurtured in all 
of them through integration of arts 
in learning of subjects. She said 
that Kala Utsav is a way forward to 
implement NEP recommendations 
of integrating arts in education, 
systematically.

Professor PC Agarwal, Principal 
RIE, Bhubaneswar echoed the 
similar sentiment of assimilating 
arts in school education and the 
need to provide opportunities to 
the young artists to explore their 
cultural heritage. He also stated that 
initiatives like Kala Utsav provide a 
suitable platform to promote young 
talent at the National Level.
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KALA UTSAV 2022 —— AN EPITOME OF ‘EK 
BHARAT SHRESHTHA BHARAT’ (EBSB) 
Kala Utsav 2022 National 
Competitions provided a huge 
platform to the young artists by 
extending the legacy of celebrating 
Indian Art Traditions as a separate 
identity. It opened gates for more 
number of participation every 
year and increase in number of 
regional folk arts received at the 
national platform. Kala Utsav is 
a unique celebration  by young 
artists presenting a splendour of 
indigenous arts and crafts of India. 
The campus of RIE, Bhubaneswar 
transformed into a mini India 
joining hands to celebrate the spirit 
of ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’. 
The inclusion of Drama (Solo 

Acting) is yet another feather in the 
cap this year to provide students 
an opportunity to showcase their 
local and national heroes through 
the intense enactment.

Another attraction of this 
Kala Utsav was the promotion of 
different skills; vocational as well 
as 21st century skills. The process 
starting from selecting the art form 
to presenting it at the national 
platform, provided students with 
varied opportunities of problem 
solving, critical thinking, decision 
making, creating and expressing. 
This highlighted an interesting 
pathway to actualise the spirit of 
‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’.
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Contribution in the development 
of National Herbal Garden in RIE 
Bhubaneswar by the Kala Utsav 
teams is yet another aspect of its 
holistic nature to celebrate nature 
as one of the Indian traditions. 
All State teams were requested to 
bring two saplings (one medicinal 
and another of ecological value) to 
be planted at RIE Bhubaneswar to 
create the National Herbal Garden. 

The Hon’ble Shiksha Mantri 
inaugurated the National Herbal 
Garden by planting saplings along 
with the Kala Utsav participants. 

The Hon’ble Minister appreciated 
participants for this positive action 
and motivated them to keep this 
tradition of sharing saplings and 
seeds of medicinal plants and trees. 

This initiative became a living 
example of ‘Ek Bharat Shrestha 
Bharat’ spirit in action. 

Campfire on the last day of Kala 
Utsav competitions (5th January, 2023) 

was a one more step towards 
practising Ek Bharat Shrestha 
Bharat spirit, wherein students 
from across the nation gathered 
as one family. They were dancing, 
singing, laughing and sharing 
thoughts. Everyone including the 
learned Jury, joined students in 
this celebration. The purpose of 
promoting culture in education and 
knowing, ‘Who We Are’ would have 
not been achieved without visiting 
the places of historical importance 
in Odisha. Hence all participants 
and jury members visited the 
UNESCO Heritage sites in or around 
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Bhubaneshwar, Odisha as part of 
Kala Utsav celebrations. Odisha’s 
famous Konark Sun temple was 
included in the list of places of 
cultural importance. Students 
documented their experiences for 
social media promotion of the Odia 
art and culture.

Pariksha Pe Charcha

Kala Utsav Winners in Pariksha 
Pe Charcha (PPC): The importance 
being given to Indian Arts and 
Culture in NEP 2022 and efforts 
of the Ministry of Education to 
implement it in true spirit became 
self evident, when all 60 winners 
were invited to participate in 
Pariksha Pe Charcha 2022–23 and 
meet the Hon’ble Prime Minister 
himself. They not only attended 
the Pariksha Pe Charcha Question 
Answer session of Hon’ble PM, but 
also got opportunity to perform on 
the PPC stage. 

They presented and explained 
their paintings, sculptures and 
indigenous toys to the Hon’ble PM, 
“This was lifetime opportunity for 
me to show my work to Hon’ble PM 
and get his blessings”, expressed 
one of the winners. Students were 
impressed by the humbleness of 
Hon’ble PM, posing for photographs 
with them. The process of felicitation 
continued for few days for these 
young aspirants.

Hon’ble Minister, Government of 
India, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, 
invited them to his residence, 
where they had a opportunity to 
meet and interact with all three 
of the MOS, Smt. Annpurna Devi,  
Dr Subhas Sarkar and Dr Rajkumar 
Ranjan Singh. Shri Sanjay Kumar, 
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Secretary, School Education and 
Literacy was also present on the 
occasion.

All the Kala Utsav winners 
were also invited to attend the 
Republic Day Parade, on 26 
January, 2023. On 28 January 
the students went for Delhi 
Darshan where they visited 
various places like Pradhan 
Mantri Sanghralaya, National 
War Memorial, Rashtriya 
Swachhata Kendra and The 
National Science Center. They 
also attended the Beating Retreat 
Ceremony at Vijay Chowk on 29th 

of January where they witnessed 
the marching bands of the Indian 
defence forces and enjoyed 
the evening in the presence 
of Honourable President and 
Hon’ble Prime Minister of India.
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KALA UTSAV NATIONAL LEVEL COMPETITIONS
The competitions in ten art 
categories gave opportunity to the 
participants to showcase their 
talent. They were able to create 
and present the essence of folk and 
classical art forms of their region 
skillfully. Let’s visit all artforms one 
by one. 

1. Vocal Music — Classical

In Vocal Music — Classical, all 
the participants delivered their 
performances in the traditional 
attire of their respective States. 
Every performance had its own 
essence and fervor of the individual 
cultures of India. Ranging from 
classical to folk, every vocalist 
had something unique to perform, 
to sing, to vocalise their stories 
deeply rooted in India’s cultural 
history. The competition was a 
representation of India’s most 
prestigious musical practices; the 
Hindustani and Carnatic. The 
participating teams of males and 
females performed different forms 
like Khayal, Tarana, Tane, Alap, 
Dhruvpad. There were total of 66 
performances in the Vocal Music 
Classical category.
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2. Vocal Music —– Traditional Folk

The traditional and folk music 
forms are representations of the 
festivals, seasons, costumes and 
overall culture of different regions 
of the country. This diversity was 
flawlessly addressed during this 
Kala Utsav. The participants of Vocal 
Music-Traditional-Folk performed in 
Telegu, Bhojpuri, Gujarati, Punjabi, 
Haryanvi, Dogri, Kajari, Birbhum, 
Kashmiri, Kannad, Manipur, Mizo, 
Rajasthani, Bhutia, Odia, etc. Assam 
male participant presented Kamrupi 

Lokgeet, Chattisgarh female student 
presented Karma lokgeet, Goa 
female student performed Lagan 
Geet. Sarappa Pattulok geet was 
presented by the Kerala male 
participant. Male participant from 
Ladakh presented Dard – Shina 
traditional song, Manipur female 
participant presented folk song Moi 
Rang Sai. There were total 74 teams 
which participated in Vocal Music 
Folk category.
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3. Instrumental Music —– Percussive

Kala Utsav 2022 passionately 
welcomed the wide variety of 
percussive and melodic instruments 
of the country. Presentation of each 
participant significantly exhibited 
the skill and talent of each one 
of them. In Kala Utsav 2022, the 
diverse percussive and melodic 
musical instruments that define the 
vibrant and rich heritage of India, 
could be seen. Instrumental Music 
Percussive performances elevated 
the campus of RIE, Bhubaneswar 
with the elegance of their style. 
It is the instruments from varied 
regions that showcase the potential 
that India possesses in terms of 
its diverse cultural expressions. 
The instruments played by the 
participants in this category ranged 

from traditional instruments 
like Mridangam, Chenda, Dhol, 
Pakhawaj, Nagada, Tabla, etc. 
Some of the participants played 
indigenous musical instrument 
from their respective States, 
likes Sikkim male student played 
Limboos, Ladakh male student 
played Surna (Oboe) and Daman 
(Drums), Manipur female student 
played Langden drum, Manipur 
male student played Pungcholom, 
‘Nakara’ and ‘Ksing’ were the 
instruments played by Meghalaya 
male participant and ‘Darbu’ 
by Mizoram female participant. 
There were total of 70 teams in 
Instrumental Music Percussive 
category this year.
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4. Instrumental Music —– Melodic

Instrumental Music — Melodic 
included Indian Melodic 
instruments like Harmonium, 
Mandolin, Sarangi, Violin, Sitar, 
Flute, Veena, Santoor, etc. The 
Utsav had crafted the occasion to 
encourage variety of electrifying 
folk instruments. In this category, 
participants provided a musical 
feast through their expressive 
performances and refreshed us 
on our ethnic legacy. Some of the 
participants played indigenous 
musical instruments from their 
respective States, like Ladakh male 
participant and female participant 
played Dramyin (Kopong), Mizoram 
male participant played Phenglawng 
(Bamboo Flute) and Sarangi was 

played by Jammu and Kashmir 
male participant. There were total 
of 68 teams in Instrumental Music 
Melodic category this year.
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5. Dance —– Classical

Performances in Dance Classical 
presented a paradise of different 
dance forms and colours of 
diversity, enriched the panorama 
with amazing amalgamation 
of Bhava, Rasa and Taal. The 
Dance Classical competitions 
witnessed the presentations in 
most of the recognised classical 
dance forms like; Bharatanatyam, 
Kathak, Kuchipudi, Manipuri, 

Odissi, Sattriya and Kathakali. 
Participants dressed themselves in 
the costumes of their dance form 
using specific ornaments of the 
style. The classical dance forms 
presented in Kala Utsav portrayed 
the essence of ‘Ek Bharat Shrestha 
Bharat’ in the RIE campus. There 
were a total of 63 performances in 
the Dance Classical category.
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6. Dance —– Folk

Indian folk dance traditions and 
practices are deep rooted in our 
regional culture. Appreciating the 
existence of these dance forms is 
equal to accepting the originality 
and diversity of Indian culture. 
Andaman female student presented 
Mayilattam, Kargattam, Oyleattam 
and Thapattam, the participants from 
Assam, Lakshadweep, Rajasthan 
presented Kalbelia (Sapera) Dance, 
Assam male student performed Tiwa 
Dance, Bihar female participant 
performed folk dance Jhoomar,  
teams of Chandigarh and Punjab 
enthralled the audience with Bhangra. 
Daman & Diu, Dadar & Nagar Haveli, 
Gujarat teams performed Garba in 
colourful attire, Delhi and Odisha 
participants performed Sambalpuri 
dance, Delhi male participant 
performed Kalaripayattu folk dance 
of Kerala, Goa female participant 
presented the Divali Nach (Lamp 
Dance). There was maximum number 
of participation in this category and 
each one of them represented a 
different story. There were total of 74 
performances in Dance Folk category. 
The three days journey of classical 
and traditional folk dances from 
across the country was echoing the 
spirit of ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’.
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7. Visual Arts —– Two-Dimensional

The Visual Arts (Two-dimensional) 
competition was a creative 
expression of ideas through 
colours on paper and canvas. 
The participating teams worked 
for three days to complete their 
artistic expression. On the third 
day, all artworks were arranged 
as display where the interactive 
session of students with jury, to 
narrate their story behind artwork 
was conducted. The visual art 
forms from across the country 

captivated the audience with their 
unique feel and flair. The art work 
of male participant from Andaman 
was inspired by the Madhubani 
style of painting and the painting 
of the female participant depicted 
the meditating Buddha with a 
Lotus flower. The male participant 
from Goa depicted the historical 
heritage of Goa in his artform and 
named it Unseen Goa and the list 
is long. There were 72 teams in 
this category.



17

Kala Utsav : Report (2022 – 2023)

8. Visual Arts —– Three-Dimensional

The expression in Visual Arts—
Three-Dimensional, was fascinating 
and mesmerising. The creativity 
and commitment showcased by 
the students were truly impressive. 
The sculptures varied from the 
representation of historical figures 
to the technical objects and from 
decorative to the situational objects. 
Craftsmanship and creativity of 
the students brought life to these 
sculptures which conveyed many 
original stories. Andaman female 
participant crafted the sculpture 
of Jarawas Family, an indigenous 
tribe of the Islands, whereas male 
participant from Daman and Diu 
made a portrait of a fish using 
ecofriendly material depicting the 
ban on the use of plastic which 
poses a threat to marine life. The 
male participant form Karnataka 
and Puducherry crafted Scrap 
metal sculpture which left the 
Jury mesmerised with its final 
exhibition. There were 72 teams in 
this category.
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9. Indigenous Toys and Games

The category of making indigenous 
toys and games, was the most 
captivating area of the competitions, 
where young artists were busy 
creating their toys, based on 
their traditional knowledge and 
practises. Kala Utsav provided 
this unique platform to the school 
students to explore, construct and 
share their talent in traditional 
arts and crafts of their region. The 
event witnessed showcasing of 
numerous toys and games, from  
72 teams. Their creations consisted 
of — puppets, dolls, functional 
toys, replicas of daily use objects, 
animals, cities, transport etc. 
Students were well versed with 

the technicalities of their toys. 
They also commented on the use 
and benefits of the environment 
friendly materials. This event 
promoted  widening the scope of 
crafts and design integration as 
traditional practice in education. 
Exploring such indigenous 
methods can help students 
in developing problem-solving 
skills, fine and gross motor skills, 
creativity, imagination and better 
learning. Engaging with indigenous 
practices enhance social skills 
such as sharing, cooperation and 
adaptability, among learners.
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10. Drama (Solo Acting)
Drama performances included Solo 
acts from the life of famous eminent  
personalities; social reformers; 
artists; writers; poets; scientists; 
freedom fighters of their State and 
region. The female performer from 
West Bengal enacted the famous 
Theatre artist of West Bengal, 
‘Sonali Mitra’, Chandigarh male 
and female and Punjab Drama 
Performers enacted on the life of 
‘Amrita Pritam, the famous poet’, 
the NVS drama performer enacted 
Indian personality ‘Jhansi ki Rani’, 
Tripura male participant enacted 
the life of Swami Vivekanand, 
Chhattisgarh male participant 
enacted on Dr APJ Abdul Kalam  
and Uttar Pradesh female performed 
on Swami Vivekanand. There were 
72 teams which participated in 
Drama (Solo Acting) this year.
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Folk, Visual Arts (Two-dimensional), 
Visual Arts (Three-dimensional), 
Indigenous Toys and Games and 
Drama (Solo Acting). Out of these 
703 performers, 7 were Divyang 
(CWSN). Number of States and Union 
Territories involved were 36. There 
was separate participation from 
Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan and 
Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti.

Total No. of Participants 703

Total No. of Male Participants 350

Total No. of Female Participants 353

Total No. of Divyang Participants  7 (5 Male and 2 Female)

Category Wise Participation Student

Vocal Music — Classical 66

Vocal Music — Traditional Folk 74

Instrumental Music — Percussive 70

Instrumental Music — Melodic 68

Dance — Classical 63

Dance — Folk 74

Visual Arts (Two-dimensional) 72

Visual Arts (Three-dimensional) 72

Indigenous Toys and Games 72

Drama (Solo Acting) 72

NATIONAL LEVEL ENTRIES
The total number of entries received 
for the National level this year, in the 
male and female categories, was 714, 
against which only 703 students (350 
male and 353 female) did participate 
in 10 art categories of Kala Utsav — 
Vocal Music Classical, Vocal Music 
Traditional Folk, Instrumental Music 
Percussive, Instrumental Music 
Melodic, Dance Classical, Dance 
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KALA UTSAV AWARDS 
The Kala Utsav 
National Awards and 
Valedictory function 
was held on 7th 
January 2023. The 
Glimpses of Kala 

Utsav (video report) was presented 
on this occasion. All 60 winners of 
the 10 art forms were felicitated 
with the National Awards by Smt. 
Annpurna Devi, Hon’ble Minister 
of State, Ministry of Education, 
Government of India, Dr. Subhas 
Sarkar, Hon’ble Minister of State, 
Ministry of Education, Government 
of India and Dr. Rajkumar Ranjan 
Singh, Hon’ble Minister of State, 
Ministry of Education and External 
Affairs, Government of India. The 
National awards included award 
certificates, cash awards, trophy 
and medals to all the winners of 
Kala Utsav. Each participant of the 
Kala Utsav was given Certificate of 
Participation.

Smt. Annpurna Devi, the 
Hon’ble Minister of State, Ministry 
of Education, Government of India, 
congratulated all the participants 
of Kala Utsav to have come so 
far to the city of Bhubaneswar to 
celebrate the festival. She said that 
Arts have an important role to play 
in the development of the high 
emotional quotient (EQ) and socio-
cultural values in human lives. She 
shared that NEP 2020 emphasises 
on the development of inherent 
creative abilities of every learner 
and that art helps in developing 
moral, cultural, traditional, values 
and skills in each individual. She 
expressed that Kala Utsav is a way 
forward to achieve that.

Dr Subhas Sarkar, Hon’ble 
Minister of State, Ministry of 
Education, Government of India 
expressed that ‘Art’ is an effective 
medium of learning. He further 
shared that Kala Utsav is an attempt 
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to realise the practical knowledge of 
art education and encourage children 
to participate and showcase their 
artistic potential. Arts help in the 
physical, mental, conceptual, social, 
logical, emotional and practical 
development of a learner and Kala 
Utsav is providing that opportunity.

Dr. Rajkumar Ranjan Singh, 
Hon’ble Minister of State, Ministry 
of Education and External Affairs, 
Government of India said that 
National Council of Educational 
Research and Training (NCERT) has 
stood by the vision of the Hon’ble 
Prime Minister of “Atmanirbhar 
Bharat” and vocal for local 
by organising the Kala Utsav 
successfully. He further added that 
Kala Utsav has helped to connect 
millions of students with the spirit of 
“Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat” since 
its inception in 2015. He shared that 
Kala Utsav has provided a unique 

platform to the participants to 
develop their creativity and identify 
their artistic talent.

Professor Sridhar Srivastava, 
 Joint Director, NCERT 

Professor Sridhar Srivastava, 
Joint Director, NCERT presented 
vote of thanks and congratulated 
the winners and all participants. 
He emphasised on Kala Utsav as a 
platform to celebrate the cultural 
diversity and shape children as 
ambassadors of the Indian culture. 
He specially thanked the learned 
Jury of different categories for their 
sincere efforts in evaluating the 
artistic talent of the country.
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1.	 Vocal Music —— Classical (Male)
First Prize Bihar

Second Prize West Bengal
Third Prize Karnataka

2.	 Vocal Music —— Classical (Female)
First Prize Karnataka

Second Prize West Bengal
Third Prize Kerala

3.	 Vocal Music —— Traditional Folk (Male)
First Prize Punjab

Second Prize Nagaland
Third Prize Assam

 4.	 Vocal Music —— Traditional Folk (Female)
First Prize Manipur

Second Prize NVS
Third Prize Punjab

5.	 Instrumental Music —— Percussive (Male)
First Prize West Bengal

Second Prize Kerala
Third Prize Assam

6.	 Instrumental Music —— Percussive (Female)
First Prize Assam

Second Prize Madhya Pradesh
Third Prize Punjab

7.	 Instrumental Music —— Melodic (Male)
First Prize KVS

Second Prize Assam
Third Prize Kerala
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8.	 Instrumental Music —— Melodic (Female)
First Prize Madhya Pradesh

Second Prize Tamil Nadu 
Third Prize Tripura

9.	 Dance —— Classical (Male)
First Prize West Bengal 

Second Prize KVS
Third Prize Assam

10.	Dance —— Classical (Female)
First Prize Telangana

Second Prize Bihar
Third Prize Odisha

11.	 Dance —— Folk (Male)
First Prize Puducherry (UT)

Second Prize Kerala
Third Prize Andhra Pradesh

12.	 Dance —— Folk (Female)
First Prize Manipur

Second Prize Puducherry (UT)
Third Prize KVS

13.	 Visual Arts (Two-dimensional) (Male)
First Prize Maharashtra

Second Prize Punjab
Third Prize Karnataka

14.	Visual Arts (Two-dimensional) (Female)
First Prize Goa

Second Prize Tripura
Third Prize Karnataka
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15.	 Visual Arts (Three-dimensional) (Male)
First Prize Puducherry (UT)

Second Prize Maharashtra
Third Prize Goa

16. Visual Arts (Three-dimensional) (Female)
First Prize Jammu and Kashmir (UT)

Second Prize Puducherry (UT)
Third Prize KVS

17.	 Indigenous Toys and Games (Male)
First Prize Bihar

Second Prize Nagaland
Third Prize Kerala

18.	 Indigenous Toys and Games (Female)
First Prize Uttarakhand

Second Prize Jammu and Kashmir (UT)
Third Prize Punjab

19.	 Drama —— Solo Acting (Male)
First Prize Tamil Nadu

Second Prize Karnataka
Third Prize Bihar

20.	 Drama —— Solo Acting (Female)
First Prize Chandigarh (UT)

Second Prize Gujarat
Third Prize West Bengal
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JURY OF KALA UTSAV  2022
The Kala Utsav competitions are judged by the eminent artists from the 
field of visual and performing arts. All members of the Jury are renowned 
artists and art educators, adorned with national awards like Lalit Kala 
Akademi Award, Kala Samman, Parishad Samman and others.

JURY —– VISUAL ARTS (THREE-DIMENSIONAL)

Adwaita Gadanayak
He is a famous sculptor and Ex-Director General of National 
Gallery of Modern Art. He was head of School of Sculpture at the 
Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology (KIIT) Bhubaneswar. 
He has carved Gandhi Dandi March installation at Rajghat and 
National Police Memorial Central Structure. He has carved the 

popular 28 feet high granite statue of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose at the India Gate. 
He has been conferred with many awards like National Lalit Kala Akademi Award in 
1993, Odisha Lalit Kala Akademi Award in 1999 etc. 

Ratan Krishna Saha 
He is a known sculptor of India and received Lalit Kala Academy 
award 2015, West Bengal State Award in 1985, All India Artist 
Competition (Gold Medal) 1987 and All India fine art exhibition of 
Academy of Fine Arts Kolkata (West Bengal Governor Award) in 
1989. He has multiple group shows to his credit internationally in 

places like (Triad) contemporary art of India, Loveland museum art gallery USA 2010, 
Royal Opera Arcade gallery, London. 2012.

Mandakini Mathur
She is a writer and director of feature films and documentary films 
on issues related to environment, Indian culture and children. 
Her documentary film Looking for a God with river Krishna traces 
the journey of the filmmaker. She was a recipient of Camlin 
Art teacher Excellence Award given by IADEA and prestigious 

National Award for skill development and entrepreneurship from Government of 
India in 2019 for her work with marginalised and Adivasis artisans.
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JURY —– VISUAL ARTS (TWO-DIMENSIONAL)

Richa Kamboj
She is an expert of Visual Arts (Two-Dimensional) and 
has worked in IGNCA, PG College, Dehradun, President 
of HIMPRASTH, a society for the art and eco-cultural 
heritage of the Himalaya and in Lalit Kala Akademi, New 
Delhi. She was awarded for National Scholarship for 
Visual Art of Government of India, (Ministry of Culture) from 1992 to 1995. 
She has managed Study and Research Grant of Nehru Trust in 1994 – 95, 
study grant for Research for PhD, ICHR in 2003 – 04 and Minor Research 
Project, UGC in 2010.

Bindulika Sharma 
She is an expert of Illustrations and has participated 
as in many prestigious events such as ‘Annual Art 
Exhibition’ (Sahitya Kala Parishad). She has ‘Illustrated 
Children Books for (CBT), ‘World Water day’ (Kala Care 
Group), ‘International Mask Exhibition’, National fresco 
workshop (University of Rajasthan) and World Typography 
Day at Colombo organised by, University of Moratuwa,  
Sri Lanka. 

Sangeeta Kumar Murthy
She is a prolific artist and has received several awards 
and honours for her contribution to the Indian Art. She 
has done seven solo shows and participated in more than 
two hundred group shows till date and worked in Triveni 
Kala Sangam studio for 9 years under the guidance of Shri 
Rameshwar Broota. She was awarded the Star Award for 
Best Women Artist from Adhikar Manch and Idea Masale.
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JURY —– INDIGENOUS TOYS AND GAMES

Amitabh Pandey
He is an expert communication designer from National 
Institute of Design, Ahmedabad and has done projects 
on health management and communication; designed 
a Human-Computer Interface for Rural Health Care 
System in India. He is a Design Educator in National 
Institute of Design, Ahmedabad, Kurukshetra, Jorhat 

and also a visiting faculty in other design institutes like NIFT, Patna and 
Banasthali Institute of Design. 

Gayatri Menon 
She is a principal faculty at the National Institute of 
Design, with more than two decades of experience 
in design education and research. She is one of the 
founding faculty of the PG Programme in Toy and 
Game design at NID and a former board member of the 

International toy research association, ITRA. She has also been a part of the 
expert committees on Art Integrated Learning and Toy Pedagogy, NCERT. 
Her research interest includes Creativity, Design, Innovation and pedagogy.

Surabhi Khanna
She is an associate senior designer and coordinator of 
Industrial Design at National Institute of Design (NIDH), 
Kurukshetra, Haryana. She has worked as a programme 
head of product design in Sushant School of Design, 
Ansal University and worked on projects related to 
heritage, innovations and culture-based design. She 

also conducted research and designed book for special adults. 
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JURY — DRAMA (SOLO ACTING)

Vinod Indurkar
He is the maestro acting, a theatre acclaimed guru, a 
sole recipient of D Litt in acting across the globe and 
recipient of V Shantaram Memorial Maharashtra Hindi 
Sahitya Academy Award, a trainer in performing art and 
structured skills of National and International eminence, 
guided 26 PhD researches, prolific writer, beneficiary of 
State/National/International awards in Fine Arts. He has directed more than 
60 plays in Hindi, English and Marathi. At present, Professor Vinod Indurkar 
is the chairperson of CCRT, Ministry of Culture, Government of India.

Ashish Ghosh 
He is an eminent expert of theatre education and also a 
theatre practitioner. His plays, workshops and seminars 
have been acknowledged in India and abroad. He is 
involved in education through drama. As a founder 
president of ASSITEJ, India (International Association of 
Theatre for Children and Young People), and connected 
to Theatre for Young Audiences or practitioners in India 
and abroad. 

Swaroop Sampat Rawal 
She is a multi-talented theatre expert, involved in 
costume designing and set designing for the plays under 
the Indian National Theatre banner. She has been the 
lead actress in over 20 plays, over 4,500 performances 
in India, UK, USA, Belgium, New Zealand, Australia 
and Africa. She has produced 10 plays under Aangikam 
banner. Swaroop has played the lead role in the most 
successful comedy ‘Yeh Jo Hai Zindagi’. Apart from tele-serials, Dr Swaroop 
is also active in Children Theatre.
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JURY —– VOCAL MUSIC (CLASSICAL)

B Radha Saranga Pani
She has many researches and publications on Classical 
Music in music Journals such as; Sruti Laya, Vagnmayi, 
Journal of Sree Padmavathi Mahila University Tirupati, 
University of Madras, etc. She is an editor in the 
Silicon Andhra Sampada (USA) in Carnatic Music and 

Hindustani Music Certificate course which is affiliated to Pottisreeramulu 
Telugu University, Hyderabad. 

Naresh Malhotra
He is a third generation artist of Hindustani Classical 
Music of Indore Gharana. Disciple of the Singh 
Bandhus (Pandit Tej Pal Singh) and the senior most 
disciple of Ustad Ameer Khan Sahib. He retired as an 
Assistant Director Programmer from All India Radio, 
Delhi. He has performed in all leading festivals and 

Sangeet sammelans of India. He is a top graded artist of All India Radio 
and Doordarshan. He is a guru to many students since the past 30 
years. He was awarded with Swami Meaghsham Sharma Smriti Samman 
(classical music) in 2010. 

Neera Choudhary 
She is Head of the Department of Music in University 
of Patna and has vast research experience in Classical 
Music. She has guided more than 10 PhD scholars in 
Music. She has performed in Sangeet Sammelans all 
over India and is an A-Grade artist of All India Radio. 
She has credit awards like Surmani from Sur Singer 

Sansad, Mumbai, Bihar Kala Samman Puraskar, Certificate of Excellence, 
Patna University, Baba Garibnath Award, Muzaffarpur, Apeejay Award from 
Samgeetayan, New Delhi. 
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JURY —– VOCAL MUSIC (TRADITIONAL FOLK)

Guru Keshab Chandra Rout
He is a recipient of Sangeet Acharya from Utkal Sangeet 
Mahavidyalaya. He has been presenting all forms of Odissi 
music like Raganga, Bhabanga, Natyanga, Dhrubapadanga, 
Champu, Chhanda, Chautisha, Gitagovinda, Bhajan and 
Janan, etc. He has choreographed many dances and dance 
dramas. Composed all the 24 Astapadis of Sri Geetagovinda 
in his own style. He composed complete Bhagwat Geeta in 
Odia language. 

Swapan Mukhopadhyay
He received the ‘Sangeet Ratna’ award from Bharatiya 
Sangeet Vidya Vihar of State Academy of Dance, Music, 
Arts and Crafts. Awarded by ICAT, Government of 
Tripura and Andaman & Nicobar Administration YAS 
& Culture. He was felicitated by Birsha Munda Festival 
Committee, Hasimara, Alipurduar for his contribution in 
the field of folk arts. 

Prashanna Gogoi 
Prashanna Gogoi is an artist of international repute 
and was conferred with the title of Bihu Guru by the 
Ministry of Culture, Government of India (2003). He 
is recognised as an Ethnomusicologist and Master 
Craftsman in making musical instruments and an 
Exponent of Folk Dances by Sangeet Natak Akademi 
(SNA), Ministry of Culture, Government of India. He has been awarded 
with the Prestigious Delphic Laurel Award in one or two string musical 
instrument (bin of assam) and the Bronze Medal in Double Reed Traditional 
Wind Instrument (juria pepa of Assam) for representing India in the 3rd 
Delphic Games (Cultural Olympics), held at South Korea in 2009. 
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JURY —– INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC (PERCUSSION) 

J Balaji
Mannarkoil J Balaji is a disciple of Tanjore Ramadoss 
and Ramanathapuram M N Kandaswamy. He has 
been playing in concerts for four decades having been 
featured in over 4000 concerts. He is an A grade artiste 
of the All India Radio and has been widely awarded and 
appreciated for his contributions all over the world. 

Amit Kumar Verma 
He is presently working with Sangeet Bhawan, Visva 
Bharati University, Santiniketan. He has been honoured 
with ‘Uttar Pradesh Sangeet Natak Award’, ‘Taal Mani’ 
recognition from Sur Singar Samsad, Mumbai and ‘Tabla 
Sri’ from SAM Music Society, New Delhi. Dr Verma is a 
visiting faculty to Dibrugarh University, Assam and the 

Central University of Jharkhand. He has contributed six books and more 
than 40 research papers. He is associated with NCERT and NCTE for various 
academic projects. He is founder Editor of e-journal Sangeet Galaxy. 

Sukkanya Ramgopal
She is the first woman Ghatam artist of India. She is 
‘A Top’ grade artist of All India Radio. She blossomed 
as a Ghatam artist under Sri Harihara Sharma and 
Sri Vikku Vinayakram. Over the last four decades, 
Sukanya has mastered the unique Ghatam techniques 
and is considered as the torchbearers of the Vikkubaani 

of ghatam art. She is also a proficient performer on the Konnakol  
(vocal percussion).
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JURY —– INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC (MELODIC)

Anupam Mahajan
She is the former Head and Dean, Faculty of Music and 
Fine Arts, Delhi University with teaching experience 
of 39 years. She is a top graded Sitar artist of AIR and 
Doordarshan. She is empanelled artist of ICCR and also 
associated with ICCR, NCERT, CBSE, Sangeet Natak 
Akademi and Member of various Universities as AC and 
BRS, Curriculum. She is also a member of Selection 
Committees and United Writers Association.

Praveen Sheolikar
He was born into a family of reputed musicians from 
Raipur and was trained by his grandfather Pt. Rambhau 
Sheolikar and father Pt VR Sheolikar, a famous Violinist 
of Madhya Pradesh. The performances of Praveen 
Sheolikar are replete with emotions, bordering almost on 
spiritual, tranquillising the mind and soul. A top grade 
artist of All India Radio, Praveen Sheolikar has numerous, highly successful 
performances to his credit throughout the country, as well as abroad. 

DVK Vasudevan (Violin Vasu)
He is the faculty and cultural coordinator in University 
of Hyderabad and visiting faculty at IIIT-H, where he 
designed the music curriculum which was adopted by 
Jawahar Bal Bhavan, an initiative of the Government 
of Andhra Pradesh. He has received the International 
Award for Young People (Gold Standard) — Prince Philip, 
London and Award of Professional Excellence in 2017 by 
Indywood Film Carnival
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JURY —– DANCE (CLASSICAL)

P Rama Devi
She is a Kuchipudi Dance Exponent and has contributed 
to the field of Kuchipudi Dance as an active Performer, 
Guru, Research Scholar, Author, Script Writer, 
Choreographer and Organiser. She established Sri Sai 
Nataraja Academy of Kuchipudi Dance in Secunderabad, 
with an objective of propagating rich cultural heritage of 

India through the medium of Kuchipudi art and trained students.

Sujata Mohapatra 
She is the Principal of 'Srjan' (Odissi Nrityabasa), a prime 
Odissi Dance Institution founded by Guru Kelucharan 
Mohapatra. She has undertaken research at Odissi 
Research Centre, Bhubaneswar. She initiated an Odissi 
Institute ‘Guru Keerti Srjan’ in Balasore. She has 
performed in India and abroad as a soloist and a leading 
member of the Srjan Dance Troupe.

Anjana Rajan
She is a disciple of Smt. Rukmini Devi Arundale and 
an A-Grade artist of Doordarshan for Bharatanatyam. 
She has given recitals and lecture demonstrations of 
Bharata Natyam in India and abroad, choreographed 
a number of folk, classical and contemporary dances 
for the group and solo presentation, taught dance to 

children and conducted mime and movement sessions for theatre artists. 
She is a regular contributor of articles to national dailies and journals. She 
has worked for The Hindu, national daily as Deputy Editor from June 2002 
to April 2015. She is associated with NCERT for Art Integrated Learning 
and performing arts.
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JURY —– DANCE (FOLK)

Sharodi Saikia
She is a renowned name in the Sattriya dance world. She 
is also an expert of Manipuri and Kathak style of dance. 
She was initiated into Sattriya dance under Adhyapak 
Raseswar Saikia Barbayan. She has been involved with the 
Sattriya dances for five decades as a learner, performer, 
researcher and chorographer. Be it Aharya or protecting 
the dance form from getting deviated in the name of experimentations. She has 
been deeply associated with the dance tradition and has been awarded with 
the Sangeet Natak Akademi Puraskar for her numerous contributions. 

Margi Madhu Chakyar
He is a recipient of many prestigious awards such as 
the Sanskriti National Award for young artists, Yuva 
Kala Ratna award, Theatre Pasta International Award 
and the Kerala Kalamandalam Award. A performer, 
choreographer and teacher, he has also been involved in 
research projects on various aspects of the Koodiyattam 
art form.

Subhash Devradi
He is a Senior Folk Artist of Cultural troupe in 
Department of Culture, Government of Uttarakhand 
since 2003. He has performed in more than 60 Cultural 
programmes sponsored by Government of Uttarakhand. 
He had researched, choreographed and designed 6 folk 
productions on dying folk dance art forms of Himalayan 
culture (2004, 2005, 2006, 2010, 2012) and has 
completed fellowship of ‘Intangible Folk Art’ from CCRT, 
Government of India. 
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Participation Details State-Wise in Kala Utsav 2022–23

S.No. State Boys Girls Total 

1. Andaman & Nicobar Islands (UT) 10 10 20

2. Andhra Pradesh 9 10 19

3. Arunachal Pradesh 4 5 9

4. Assam 9 10 19

5. Bihar 10 10 20

6. Chandigarh (UT) 9 8 17

7. Chhattisgarh 10 9 19

8. Dadra & Nagar Haveli + Daman & Diu (UT) 10 10 20

9. Delhi (UT) 10 10 20

10. Goa 9 10 19

11. Gujarat 9 10 19

12. Haryana 9 10 19

13. Himachal Pradesh 10 10 20

14. Jammu & Kashmir (UT) 10 10 20

15. Jharkhand 8 10 18

16. Karnataka 10 10 20

17. Kerala 8 6 14

18. Lakshadweep (UT) 10 10 20

19. Ladakh (UT) 8 8 16

20. Madhya Pradesh 10 10 20

21. Maharashtra 9 9 18

22. Manipur 10 10 20

23. Meghalaya 3 4 7

24. Mizoram 10 9 19

25. Nagaland 7 7 14

26. Odisha 9 10 19
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27. Puducherry (UT) 10 10 20

28. Punjab 10 10 20

29. Rajasthan 10 10 20

30. Sikkim 10 10 20

31. Tamil Nadu 10 10 20

32. Telangana 10 10 20

33. Tripura 10 10 20

34. Uttar Pradesh 10 8 18

35. Uttarakhand 10 10 20

36. West Bengal 10 10 20

37. KVS 10 10 20

38. NVS 10 10 20

 Total 350 353 703
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MEDIA AND ADVOCACY 

Glimpses of Print Media

The media advocacy of Kala Utsav 
2022 started with the melodious 
jingles in Hindi and English from 
the NCERT, which were shared 
with the participating States for 
its wider publicity. The Kala Utsav 
was able to connect millions of 
viewers through the social media. 
There was appropriate branding 
of the event through banners and 
backdrops at different levels, up 
to the National level. The Kala 

Utsav Inaugural and awards 
functions were live streamed 
through YouTube and other social 
media platforms of the NCERT. 
The webcast of these functions 
were broadcasted by NIC at 12 
DTH channels. States and UTs 
also played an important role in 
creating media presence in print 
as well as in social media. Some 
of the glimpses of coverage at 
different levels are shared here.
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The national event had a great 
reach through social media. The 
celebration of Kala Utsav spread 
across all social media platforms 
like Instagram, Facebook, Twitter 
and YouTube. The role of the social 
media and media team of NCERT 
made the Utsav presence felt all 
over among different stakeholders.

Glimpses of Social Media
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Useful Links for Information on Kala Utsav 2022—2023
1.	 YouTube Channel:
	 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFmxyawYZiU0Le6rIN6lpYQ

2.	 Facebook Link:
	 https://www.facebook.com/KUncert

3.	 Twitter Link:
	 https://twitter.com/Kala_Utsav

4.	 Website Link:
	 https://www.kalautsav.in
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ता थेई तत थेई तिग दा दिग दिग थेई 
धाधिधंिधंा धाधिधंिधंा धातिंतिंता तिट धिन धिन धा 
गूँज रही ह ैस््‍ककू लोों मेें 
सात सरुोों से ये सरगम 
घुघँरू बँध गए पैरोों मेें  
नाचो आज छमाछमछम 
खिलौने बनाओ, चित्र बनाओ 
ऐसा क््‍यया ! कला उत्‍सव कला उत्‍सव  
नाचो गाओ खिलौने बनाओ 
रंगोों की दनुिया बसाओ 
अपने दशे के सभी प्रान्‍त के 
संस््‍ककृ ति को सब तक पहुचँाओ ं 
कैसे? कला उत्‍सव कला उत्‍सव

India is our land of diverse culture and glory

Let's showcase the arts

With glimpses of its story

We hear the sound of Music

We hear the anklet bells

Paint a picture, make some toys

Rejoice Let's do solo acting,

Let's dance, Let's sing, Let's Paint

Kala Utsav. Kala Utsav

Children from every nook and corner will perform

We will have glimpses from each and every state

Rejoice Kala Utsav. Kala Utsav

KALA UTSAV (2022–2023) JINGLES
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